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SUBJECT: US/GOV LEGAL ASSISTANCE AGREEMENT ON BOEING 

REF: CARACAS 4324 

1 . BOTH STATE AND JUSTICE SURPRISED THAT MINISTER OF 
JUSTICE TAKEN ABACK BY PROCEDURE REQUIRED FOR RELEASE OF 
DOCUMENTS PERTAINING TO BOEING, AS THIS PROCEDURE 
EXPLAINED TO INITIAL GROUP OF THREE SENT BY GOV LAST 
JANUARY AND. IN MORE DETAIL. TO VICE MINISTER OF JUSTICE 
DURING HER TRIP IN FEBRUARY. EMBASSY SHOULD TRY TO MAKE 
CLEAR ONCE MORE THAT THE DOCUMENTS ARE IN POSSESSION OF 
SECURITIES AND EXCHANGE COMMISSION, NOT THE DEPARTMENT OF 
JUSTICE. SEC, BEFORE IT CAN RELEASE THEM TO JUSTICE, 

MUST FOLLOW ITS OWN REGULATIONS, WHICH REQUIRE NOTIFICA- 
TION TO BOEING OF PROPOSED RELEASE OF DOCUMENTS TO GOV 
AND GIVING BOEING 10 DAYS TO OBJECT. PROCEDURE CANNOT 
BEGIN UNTIL GOV SIGNS AGREEMENT WITH JUSTICE. 
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2. NO ONE FROM THE VENEZUELAN GOVERNMENT CAN BE PERMITTED 
ACCESS TO THE SEC FILES BEFORE THE SIGNING OF AGREEMENT. 
LIKEWISE, JUSTICE BELIEVES IT WOULD BE TACTICALLY UNWISE 
FOR USG TO APPROACH BOEING BEFORE OFFICIAL SEC NOTIFICA- 
TION TO ASK IF IT WILL OBJECT TO RELEASE OF DOCUMENTS. 
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HOWEVER, IN THE ONLY CASE INVOLVING BOEING TO DATE 
(CANADA), BOEING DID NOT OBJECT, NOR HAS LOCKHEED IN ANY 
OF ITS TEN OR SO CASES. DEPARTMENT DOES NOT EXPECT 
BOEING TO OBJECT IN THIS CASE. SHOULD IT DO SO, HOWEVER, 

A COURT PROCEEDING MIGHT FOLLOW. THUS, IT IS IMPOSSIBLE 
TO GIVE ASSURANCES TO GOV THAT IF VENEZUELA SIGNS 
AGREEMENT IT WILL BE GIVEN BOEING DOCUMENTS. 

3. DEPARTMENT SUGGESTS THAT EMBASSY ENCOURAGE GOV TO 
DESIGNATE EITHER AMBASSADOR IRIBARREN OR A JUSTICE 
OFFICIAL OF LESS RANK THAN MINISTER OF JUSTICE TO SIGN 
AGREEMENT TO MINIMIZE ANY EMBARRASSMENT TO GOV BY 
RETURNING EMPTY-HANDED, AND ALLOW REQUIRED PROCEDURE TO 
COMMENCE ASAP. 

4. HOPEFULLY GOV APPRECIATES THAT THIS NOW CANCELLED 
SIGNING OF AGREEMENT IS THE THIRD TIME JUSTICE HAS MADE 
ARRANGEMENTS ON SHORT NOTICE AS FAVOR TO GOV. 

VANCE 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: INVESTIGATIONS, INFORMATION CONTROL 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 03-May-1977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 22 May 2009 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977STATE099670 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: SPATTERSON 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D7701 55-01 22 
Format: TEL 
From: STATE 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t19770599/aaaadhlx.tel 

Line Count: 81 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 

Message ID: 8ccc309b-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 

Office: ORIGIN ARA 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 

Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Original Previous Classification: n/a 

Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 77 CARACAS 4324 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 30-Mar-2005 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 2653472 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: US/GOV LEGAL ASSISTANCE AGREEMENT ON BOEING 
TAGS: PFOR, PGOV, PINS, VE, US, BOEING 
To: CARACAS 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/8ccc309b-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



